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Synopsis

In the summer of 1754, deep in the wilderness of western Pennsylvania, a very young George
Washington suffered his first military defeat, and a centuries-old feud between Great Britain and
France was rekindled. The war that followed would be fought across virgin territories, from Nova
Scotia to the forks of the Ohio River, and it would ultimately decide the fate of the entire North
American continenta "not just for Great Britain and France but also for the Spanish and Native
American populations. Noted historian Walter R. Borneman brings to life an epic struggle for a
continenta "what Samuel Eliot Morison called "truly the first world war"a "and emphasizes how the

seeds of discord sown in its aftermath would take root and blossom into the American Revolution.
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Customer Reviews

| would highly recommend this book for those like myself who are just barely acquainted with the
history of the French and Indian War, which was formally recognized as lasting from 1756 to 1763.
Battles and skirmishes had begun before this time, e.g. General Braddock’s march and defeat at the
hands of the French and Indian allies in 1755 near the Monongahela River, with a young George
Washington also playing a part in this battle. Borneman is an excellent writer whose clear style will
make this both an easy and informative read.This is a fairly compact book that will not take long to
read. In essence, Borneman shows how this war could be classified as the first truly World War.
Both the French and British had claims over the North American continent (roughly with the British
occupying the Atlantic coast and the areas just inland and the French occupying areas along the St.

Lawrence River, the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River), and it was this close proximity between



two ambitious nations that could perhaps only culminate in war. But in addition to these areas and
the West Indies (also extremely important for both sides), the author takes us to Europe to show us
the war occurring on the European mainland, which the government of France seemed more
concerned with than with their possessions in North America.We become acquainted with many of
the political and military leaders from both the British and French sides, but also some of the leading
American colonists, and the Indian leaders and tribes. We learn of the legends that developed
around Roger’s Rangers and General Wolfe on the British side, the leaders who would emerge in
the American War for Independence some twenty years later, and the issues stirring behind the war

on the European mainland.
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